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In order for a trademark registration to remain valid, the owner of the trademark must file a
Declaration of Continued Use or Excusable Nonuse (“Declaration of Continued Use”) with
the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) between the fifth and sixth
anniversaries following the trademark registration.

If the mark was assigned to a new owner since the original registration, the Section 8
Declaration should be filed by the current owner.

The official fee for filing a Section 8 declaration is $125 per class of goods or services in the
registration.

By filing a Section 8 Declaration, the owner is simply making a statement to the USPTO
affirming that the federally registered trademark has been in use continuously for a period
five years.

Although failure to file it on time can result in the loss of the registration, the USPTO will still
accept Section 8 declarations for up to six months after the due date during a period called
the grace period. During this period, Affidavits or declarations must include an additional
$100 fee per class of goods or services.

Between the 9th and 10th year after registration, the owner must file a combined
declaration of use and/or excusable nonuse and application for renewal under Sections 8
and 9 (combined filing). The USPTO forms combine the Section 8 declaration with the
Section 9 renewal application.

A combined filing filed during the grace period must include an additional $200 fee per
class of goods or services. The fee includes a $100 grace period fee per By filing the Section
9 renewal application, the owner makes a request to keep the registration active. The
official fee for filing a combined section 8 declaration and Section 9 application for renewal
is $425 per class of goods or services in the registration.

class of goods or services for the Section 8 as well as a $100 grace period fee per class of
goods or services for the Section 9 renewal.

A combined Section 8 declaration and Section 9 application for renewal must be filed every
ten years calculated from the date of registration.
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